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And witli this irreverent snatch we bid good-bye to Bajmaclii.
This fort was taken by Colonel Prother on the 6th March,
1818.

CONDITION   OF  THE  PEOPLE.

Under this head we will select two dates. The first is the
period of the Noble Queen Chand Bibi, at the close of the
sixteenth century. Meadows Taylor cannot be accused, with
all his gorgeous descriptions of the bravery of those times, of
overstating the violence to which life and property were
exposed. The neighbourhood is Gulbarga.

" The place had an evil reputation fur robbers at all times. There were not
only the ordinary cutpurses and pick-pockets, pilchers, and night prowlers of
such gatherings, hut there were Thugs from the neighbouring country of
Aland, Gangutti and Kalhavi, as well as those that Jived in the city itself,
carrying on apparently honest trades and occupations, who marked parties
for plunder, joined with them as they departed homewards, and slew them
when they had gone a little distance with them. For miles, indeed, in every
direction, were the unhallowed graves of hundreds and thousands, perhaps, of
those who had been decoyed or destroyed. There were, too, dacoits who
attacked the lodgings of pilgrims, or waylaid them on the high roads, and
plundered with little regard to consequences. Among the latter were many
Jatts and Kaikaris, peaceful-looking people by day, but terrible by night."

GHASI  HAM.

Our next author is Grant Duff, the place is Poona, the time
is the close of the eighteenth century, and the man described is
the Police Superintendent of that city.

*' No instance of greater neglect on the part of an administration, or of
more extraordinary criminality in a subordinate officer, is recorded in the
annals of any State than in the case of Gasseo Earn, Kotwal, or Police
Superintendent of the city of Poona. This man, a Brahman, native of
Hindoostan, employed the power with which he was vested in. perpetrating
the most dreadful murders. People disappeared and no trace of them could
be found. Gassee Ram was suspected, but JSTana Furnuwees refused to listen
to complaints, apparently absurd from their unexampled atrocity. At last,
it being suspected that Gassee Earn was starving a respectable Brahmin to
death, Manajee Phakray headed a party of the people, broke open the prison,
and rescued the unfortunate Brahmin, which led to the detection of the
monster's crimes, and he fell a victim to the vengeance of the exasperated
populace, by whom he was stoned to death."